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Abstract of JP2001 346032 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
image forming method and an image forming 
device capable of adding image data the copy 
and forgery of which are prevented to facilitate 
trace of a distribution route of an outputted 
print when an image is formed based on 
document data the forgery of which by copy is 
inhibited. SOLUTION: When PDL data of a 
confidential document to which additional 
information is added is inputted in a print data 
input part 1 , a document image forming part 2 
prepares document image data. An additional 
information extracting part 4 extracts the 
additional information consisting of latent 
image character strings and encoded 
information. A latent image forming part 5 
prepares latent image character image data 
from the latent image character string, an 
additional information encoding part 6 makes 
the encoded information into error correction 
codes and prepares code data by referring to 
the latent image character image data. A 
pattern image forming part 8 prepares a 
pattern image from a dot pattern stored in a 
pattern storage part 7 on the basis of the code 
data. An image compositing part 10 
composites the document image data with the 
pattern image superimposing them and the 
document image data with which the pattern 
image is composited is printed and outputted 
by an image forming part 1 1 . 
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